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Mr. 

Mr. 

Mr. ... 
(Attn: 



J. B. Adams 
D. W. Moore, Jr. 

R. J. Gallagher 

H. N. Helterhoff) 
DATE: 3/2/76 

Mr. T. W. Leavitt 
Mr. J. G. Deegan 
Mr. J. D. Powell 




SUBJECT: "NEWSDAY" ARTICLE CONCERNING 

^ INVADERS AND . DR. M ARTIN LUTHER 
CM KING, JR., DATED FEBRUARY T, 1976 



ah- ^ e _£urpp_se fs to obtain .approval for letter to the 

Attorney GeneraTadvi sing .him of the results of a review of FBI ^ 
files in response to a Newsday" article which infers that 
because of FBI and Memphis, Tennessee, Police Department * 
^^U^ration of black youth $roup called the Invaders, the FBIv^ § 
was r esponsible for Dr. Martin Luther King's assassination. - C 

I ^ 

» FRT T . . I 11 ®?/ 1 / 76 - 1 ? 5116 of ’’Newsday" has an article captioned! 

FBI Tied To King s Return to Memphis’ 1 by Les Payne. This k 

Tenn^cA^ 11 ? 2 ?? the FBI through informants and the Memphis,’? 

Tennessee, Police Department through an undercover officer 

ra ed a Memphis black youth group called the Invaders. The 
Invaders were particularly militant. On March 28, 1968, there 
was a march in Memphis led by Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., in 
support of striking Memphis sanitation workers. Serious violence 
erupted durin| this march. Dr. King and his associates 
considered this violence a threat to Dr. King's reputation for 
leading nonviolent demonstrations. This fact was instrumental in 
Dr. King s return to Memphis in April, 1968, at which time he 
was assassinated. '/V ' :•*> / •- - 

, . .A review of our files at FBIHQ and. Memphis'" has 
determined that we had five informants providing coverage of the 
Invaders, but .none of them were in a_l e ad e r sh ip position and none 
of them were involved in planning, inciting or parti ^.ESting in" 
violence. Only o ne * of these informants was ever a member of- the 
Invaders. • • • * ' — — 

The Memphis Police Department did have an undercover 
officer who was a member of the Invaders, but there is no -f •• 
indication that he was involved in the violence associate^! with 
the Invaders. , ... •«— . . 
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Memorandum to Mr. T. W. Leavitt 
Re: "Newsday" Article Concerning 

Invaders and Dr. Martin Luther 
King, Jr., Dated February 1, "1976 
157-8460 




Attached letter provides details regarding the - 
above to the Attorney General for his information. 

ACTION: • 



That attached letter to the Attorney General be 
approved. 1 






